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Zoo gorilla Kimani predicts Patriots
to win Super Bowl after Little Joe

balks
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{Zooc New England)
Seven-year-cld gorilla Kimani took charge this morning and selected the Mew England Patriots to win this
Sunday’s Super Bowl after her fellow primate friend, 18-vear-old Little Joe, hesitated when he was called
upon to choose at Franklin Park Zoo in Boston. Kimani is pictured holding a box with the Patriots’ team name
on it, while Little Joe and Kimanrs older sister, Kira, watch.

By Matt Rocheleau, Town Correspondent

Even Little Joe, a gorilla who is considered to be one of the most intelligent
animals at the Franklin Park Zoo, was unable to choose who he thinks will win
Sunday’s Super Bowl, which has the narrowest point spread in decades.

With close ties to both New York and New England, Little Joe was called upon
this morning to predict whether he thinks the Patriots or Giants will take home
the Vince Lombardi Trophy.

Zoo staff set up boxes with the two team’s names on them this morning, and
Little Joe was supposed to pick one. But he declined to show favor to either
contender, likely, according to zoo officials, because his ties to the two team’s
cities made the choice “a tough pick for him to make.”
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and selected the Patriots to win.

Kimani, who likes to play with Little Joe, is a Boston native and lifelong
resident. Little Joe was born at the Bronx Zoo in 1993, but has lived at Franklin
Park in Boston for the past 15 vears.

One of eight gorillas at the zoo, Kimani is the daughter of Kit and Kiki and the
middle-offspring between her older sister Kira and vounger sister Kambiri.

“Kimani likes to get the attention of the other gorillas and tries to entice them to
chase her throughout the exhibit,” the zoo says on its website. “She always
wants someone to chase and play with her. Kimani likes grapes and

cantaloupe.”

Globe colummnist Tony Massarott, citing Las Vegas odds makers, wrote today
that "the Patriots essentially have been a three-point favorite from the start -
the smallest Super Bowl point spread in roughly 30 vears."

Little Joe was asked to make his public prediction at the gorilla exhibit in the
Tropical Forest section of the zoo this morning, two days before he plans to host
a football-themed party to celebrate both his 19th birthday and the NFL title
game.

On Super Bowl Sunday, the gorilla exhibit in the Tropical Forest where Little
Joe lives will be festively decorated for a “Big Game Birthday Party” starting at
10:30 a.m.

Little Joe and all of his gorilla friends will enjoy birthday treats made for them.
And, visitors will be able to sign a giant birthday card for Little Joe and eat cake
made by White's Fine Cakes & Pastry, which will be available on a first-come,
first-serve basis.

Zookeepers call Joe "The Scientist” as well as "Don Juan," and he is considered
among the most intelligent of the animals at Franklin Park.

Little Joe, a particularly social, 5-foot tall, 300-pound gorilla, lives among the
other gorillas at Franklin Park Zoo in a multi-million dollar habitat built after
he escaped in 2003 on two occasion.



http://www.boston.com/news/local/articles/2003/09/30/zoo_boosts_security_4_probes_begin/

| During his second, high-profile escape, the western lowland gorilla attacked and
injured a 2-year-old girl and an 18-vear-old woman, who was an off-duty zoo
emplovee. The incident alarmed the neighborhood, sparked criticism of the zoo.

E-mail Matt Rocheleau at mjrochele@gmail.com.

For the latest Roxbury updates:

Follow @ YourRoxbury on Twitter, here.

And connect via Facebook by clicking the “Like” button on the top right hand
corner of the Roxbury homepage, here.
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